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[57] ABSTRACT

A system employing a keyboard comprises a base
mounting an array of key bodies each adapted to re-
ciprocably move to cause actuation of electrical cir-
cuits. A diaphragm is employed as an electrical con-
ductor moving into and out of engagement with un-
derlying contacts upon actuation and deactuation of
the key body. Bounding problems have been mini-
mized while maintaining tactile feedback by locating a
spring member between the key and its respective dia-
phragm providing increased motion differential and by
providing elongated guiding surfaces which eliminate
skew movement of the key. Several forms of keys and
key mountings are shown embodying the elongated
guideway including an elongated hub molded in the
bezel plate and receiving a close fitting rod portion of
the key, a separate tubular guide and close fitting
plunger, and a key having tabs extending laterally
therefrom, the tabs slidably received in grooves
formed in the base. Another embodiment particularly
useful where two or more circuits are to be actuated
from the same key employs a second spring to main-
tain the diaphragm away from the underlying contacts
until the key is depressed thereby precluding undesir-
able back circuits without the use of blocking diodes
or the like.

18 Claims, 9 Drawing Figures
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